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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Houston Independent School District has established a number of virtual Learning alternatives to particularly help grade 7 to grade 12 students excel with online classes. All of these online programs are kept an eye on by the Houston ISD Virtual School Department. This department was approved in 2000, and it's now serving two significant roles in the district: Offering high quality online instructions courses to learners within Houston independent school district as well as students across the world. The department also helps in over sighting, coordinating, and implementation of online classes all over the district like Texas Virtual Tuition program, Texas Connection Academy @ Houston ISD, Graduation Land, Texas Virtual School Network, and Adult Online Classes for High School Completion. This paper explores the advantages and liabilities involved in the implementation of HISD Virtual Learning. 
The virtual learning is the backbone of online programs; it a central and convenient place where online courses are unfolded. Even though there are several essential similarities between regular school-based training and online teaching, virtual learning provides a lot of advantages that traditional school-based programs do not offer. Below are some of the benefits associated with virtual learning in the Houston Independent School District (Long, 2004).
Learners have the freedom to decide when, and where to study and complete their classwork. You can even do your coursework when you are travelling because what you require is just a digital device such as a laptop. Virtual learning has enabled students to enjoy the freedom of a combination of structures. Once they log in to their portal on the university's website, there are already in school. Learners can join a class discussion, they can post their work, they can access classwork assignments, and they can also carry out research. The most important thing with Virtual learning in Houston is that there is a secure student support system where all their academic needs are solved efficiently.
Online virtual programs are suitable for people with family and work responsibilities. Schooling adults need to balance studies and work. They also need time to spend with their families. Therefore, virtual online learning allows them to enjoy distance studies, where they save time and travelling costs. In addition, virtual online learning attracts learners from all parts of the world. HISD virtual learning is not only serving people around Houston town, but it also services a number of students from all over the world. Such global learning and interaction bring different viewpoints from diverse societies.
Students enrolled in virtual learning programs they do not have to wait or worry about their assignments and test results because their tests are immediately graded after submitting their final work. Students can quickly see where they went wrong and start working on it to improve your final performance (Clark, 2003). The HISD virtual learning is designed in such a way that you only submit your final research or assignments via private dropbox. Now, the course instructor can access the document provided. The instructor is then expected to give feedback after marking either through writing or video. Moreover, virtual learning enhances student's digital skills and knowledge in their area of study. As they continue learning through virtual distant classes, they will become confident and highly productive using integrated online learning tools like drop boxes for assignments, email communication to fellow course mates or faculty, collaborations tools and so on.
There are several liabilities to virtual learning that have left instructors and parents uneasy. Sometimes Virtual online learning is hindered by the use of technology. Frequently, students face technical failures like constraints of glitches and emails in computer programs. Such technical challenges may frustrate learners as some end up missing exams. Besides, not all students can access technology (Cifuentes, 2001). Some are even in remote areas where no strong networks to support this kind of learning. Virtual students are usually exposed to internet flaws.
In most cases, they are subjected to unnecessary and inappropriate ads and websites. Online safety is not tight as they are highly exposed to hackers and predators who can access their personal information and data. Again, unlike "mortar and brick" school, learners are not under strict supervision (Bell, 2001).
Virtual learners end up missing up face to face interaction with fellow learners and faculty daily. This is found to prevent their communication skills. Besides, students miss personal and direct instructions from their instructors and classwork discussions (Illinois Online Network, 2010). Virtual online students are expected to show self-discipline to be successful. Learners with time management and procrastination troubles often have difficulties in completing their course work.
Furthermore, learners enrolled in virtual distant learning programs are not prepared to face collegiate life challenges. The habitually lack the academic and social skill to excel at the next level. Most of them find it troubling to adapt to brick and mortar schools. Also, they have difficulties familiarizing with pencil and paper assignments and tests (Illinois Online Network, 2010). 
In conclusion, virtual learning is the backbone and heart of online programs. Students can decide when to study and complete their coursework. They complete their assignments and test wherever they are even if they are travelling provided then can access network and laptop. This is the best learning technique to reach many students irrespective of their location. It also a suitable learning model for students with families and job responsibility. Learners can balance their studies and work or family. Virtual learning also helps a student to save travelling costs and time. Although virtual learning is associated with some liabilities like lack of personal interaction of the student with fellows and instructors, student information may be accessed by unauthorized personnel.
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